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February 20, 1997

Colonel William Conner

District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
Re:  Inoer Harbor Navigation Cansl Lock Replacement

Dear Colonel Conner:

. wrpis
—/ﬁi.

After review of the article in the Times-Picayune and information received from the
World Trade Center, Sizeler Architects fully endorses the U.S. Army Corps of Enginecrs

plan to replace the lock on the Industrial Canal in New Orleans.

Obviously, a project of this magnitude will affect all of our lives, directly or indirectly.
Sume of us will experience inconvenicnce, but all of us will benefit. The bottumn line will
result in a major improvement to our economy, both long and shott term. Our Port needs
this improvement and with it our potential for growth in World Trade will take a

significant step forward.

As a business organization concerned with growth in the Port and the metropolitan area,
along with our community's involvement in world trade, Sizeler Architects is very much
in support of the project. .

Comments noted.
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A subsidiary of " 15602 Jacintoport Bivd, Tol: (713} 457-1080

Stolt-Nielsen S.A. PO. Box 96438 Fax: (713} 457 -8810 Barge
Houston, TX 77213-6438 Fax: (713) 457-8862 Rai
USA, Tedex. 23317

Nistrict Engineer

CELMD-PD

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Sir,

Stolt-Nielsen is involved in shipping and barging products throughout the world. In
particular, we barge chemicals and petrochemicals into and out of the Naw Orleans and
Louisiana area. We use Industrial Locks on a frequent basis moving cargo into, out of
and through Louisiana.

Industrial Lock is critical to the path of waterbome transportation, However, Industrial
Lock goes much further than as a necessary obstacle to a shipper trying to move cargo. It
is a consideration in the cost and benefit of locating facilities any where in the Gulf
Coast. Uur customers, producers of chemicals and refined petroleum products think
twice about increasing their industry here if it has to rely on an old, unreliable lock.

C .
Replacing this lock would provide a reliable, inexpensive transportation route. omments noted

H you don’t build the lock, you will never know how many opportunities will be lost,
how much growth will never happen, and how many potential jobs will simply go
somewhere else. If you build this lock you are setting hte course for economic
development into the next centruy.

I urge you to suppor this project and do what will work for the good of all of us.
Regards,

William Boehm
Manager, Special Projects
and Planning

WOB/INDUSTRL.DOC/Feb. 5. 97/P L of |
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February 19, 1957

Colonel William Conner
District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.0O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

RE: Inner Harbor Navigation Canal
Lock Repiacement Project

Dear Colonel Conner:

In the mid-1970's, | was a member of the Board of Commissioners of
the Port of New Orleans for approximately six years and served as its
president for one year. During that tenure | became intimately aware
of the above captioned project and worked very hard to assist its
realization at that time. for many reasons, the project has languished
over the past twenty years, but now is the time for it to be drawn into
reality and tough decisions partaining thereto should be made. As a
private citizen, but one who has a strong interest in maritime activities
and the general welfare of the city, state and region, | urge that you
procead with dispatch to get this project under way at the earliost
possible time.

Most of the arguments that | have recently heard by neighborhood
groups are looking toward big pay offs. 1urge that fair end reasonable
consideration be given to that but that some of the exorbitant demands
that are being made be eliminated. The Mississippi River, tha city,
state and region all need this project to be completed.

Cqﬁ&dz{w |

TIDEWATER INC.
Tedawtler Placa

1440 Canwd Sirat, Suite 2300
Mew Orieand, Lousina 70112

Comments noted.
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March 3, 1997
Colonel William Conner
~ Commander, New Orleans District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-6267
RE: Lock Replacement on the Industrisl Canal
Dear Colonel Conner:

We arc writing in support of the Army Corps of Engineers' current plan to replace the lock on the
Industrial Canal. This project will dramatically improve traffic through the lock. This lock is
vital 1o the movement of our limestone along the Gulf Coast. It will greatly reduce the delays
and costs associated with passing through this arca, which, in turm, will benefit the construction
community, parish. and state with improved aggregate costs and services, The benefits of this
lock replacement far outweigh the inconvenience and negative impact to the City of New Orleans
and its residents next to the water.

Comments noted.

Again, we support this lock replacement plan and recommend to the Lousiana congressional
delegation that they support the funding required for this project.

Sincerely,

Tt 0 T (b

Edmund E. Redd
Sales Manager

15000 INTRACCABTAL DANVE « NEwW ORLEANS, LOUSLANA 7129
TELEPHONE 504 2548574 « FAX 504 2545478
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SOLOTION: 3

THE EOMEOWNERS 1IN THIS AREA SEOULD ME PROTECTED AGAINST THR XRAL ESTATRE CATASTAOPHE THAT WiLL
SIMELY FoLLAW THIS PROJECT:

EACHE HOMEUWNER SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO HAVE A CURRENT APPRAIAL OF HIS HOME 70 DETERMINE TUE CURRENT
MARKET VALUE SEFORE_TER PROJECT. THIS WOULP BECOMK THE COST GASIS FOR DETERMINING THE VALUE oF THEIR
HOME AND THIS FIQURE WOULD BE INDEXED ANNUALLY TO EITHER THE INFLATION RATE OR THE AVERAGE INCREASE
IN REAL ESTATE VALUES [N THE NEW ORLEANS ARPA (WHICHEVER 3 GREATER). SHOULD THE OWNER NEED T SELL
BI3 BOME DURING THIS FEKIUD THEY SHOULD BE GUARANTHED TO RECKIVE THE REAL VALUE FOR THETR ROME
RATHER THAN A DEVALUED PRICE

FOR EXAMPLE, & BOME I8 APPRAISED AT $50,000 PRICE TO THE PROJECT. FIVE YEARS LATER. AND AFTER THE
PRCJECT 18 WELL UNDERWAY, THE OWNER TRIES TO SELL HIS HOME ONLY TO FIND ITS CURRENMT MARKET VALUE TO
BE £30,000 DUE 79 DEVALUATION CAUSED NY THE PROJECT . THR OWNER SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO SELL HIS HOWE POR
THE $30,000 AND BE COMPENSATED BT THE ARMY CORPS #OR HIS LOSSEA. TVE OWNER WOULD RECEIVE $30,000 FROM
THE NEW BUTER FLD3 $20.000 + FIVE YEARS ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION. THIS WOULD BE A FAR TRUER MITHATION
THAN WHAT {3 CURRENTLY PROPCSED DY TEE ARMY CORPS.

WERAT ¥, APTER TEE PROJECT 18 TNDERWAY, A PERSON FINDS THAT UFE NEIT 70 THR CONSTRUCTION SITES 8
INTOLERABLE BUT THEY CANT LEAVE BECAUSE THET CAN'T FIND A SUTER FOR TRETR HOME? IN THESE CASES, WRIRR
TEE PROJECT HAS RENDERED THE PROPERTY UNSALABLE, THE OWNER SHOULD BE "MADE WHOLE" AND COMPENSATED
FOR THE ENTIRE PREPROJECT YALUR PLOS THE ACCRUAL FOR INFLATION. THE TIME THE HOUSE REMAINS ON THE
MAREET SHOULD RE REASONABLY LIMITED TO 37X MONTRS OR A TEAR

NOTE: T SOMRE CASES A HOME MAT RAVE SUSTAINED DAMAGES 3ot RELATED T0 THR PROJECT. TER MARPROJECY
APPRAISAL COUL® RE USED TO DEVERMINE (F THIS WERE TEE CASE AND A YALOE ADSUSTMENT COULD BR MADE.

1 AM OPPOSED TO THE ARMY CORPY OF ENGENEERS PROPOSED PROJECT TO WIDEN TEE LOCK AT THE INDUSTRIAL
CANAL BRIDGE AMD IN THE VICINTIT OF THE HOLY CROUSS HISTURIC HITRICT. THE FEGJECT WOULD DESTROY LIFE A3
WE ENOW IT [N THIS COMMUNITY AND OFFERS VERY LITTLE TO COMPENIATE THE RENIDENTS.

IF THE PROJECT MUST 00 ON, DESPITE THE MANT PROTESTY FROM THE REVDENTS. | PROPOSE THAT THE RESIDENTS
BE GUARANTEER THAT THEY WILL BE COMPENSATED IN THE TVENT OF THE SHARP DEVALUATION OF PROPERTY VALUES
THAT 13 SURR T¢ FOLLOW A PROJECT SUCH AS THIA

summ._s , < 0‘&____,_.

GARY R. ALLEN
4709 N. RAMPART ST.
M. ORLEANZ, LA TOL17

PHONE: 9451198 OR 5537457
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INDUSTRIAL HARBOR NAVIGATION CANAL
LOCK REPLACEMENT PUBLIC MEETING

Monday, January 27, 1997 - 1900 Hours

DATA AND PROFPILE OF COMMEMTER: Dean K. Bruch, Semi-retiree. Age 72.

Has resided in Louisiana since 1951 with a 7 year break between
1659 and 1966 when employed as a Panama Canal Pilot.

Residence since 1966: 316 Southern Road
River Ridge, La. 70123-2069

Professional Experience in Brier:

{1) sShip pilot on Mississippi River and Missiseippi River Gulf
Outlet from 19656 through 1977, Active Ocean unlimited Master
Licence with First Class Pilotage Endorsementa from Sea via
Southwest & South Pass to Baton Rouge and MR-GO From Sea to
Industrial Canal Complex. My laat shipboard assignment was
serving as pilot on board the AMERICAN QUEEN on passage from
Amelia, La. to berthing at Robin Street, Transit included
the Houma Navigation Canal, across the Gulf of Mexico ana
passage up the Missiseippi River.

I have been closely associated with the maritime industry
for 53 years. I graduated from the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy in 1945. I was a shipboard cadet during World War
II. I was never on a ship that was torpedoed. However two
of my classmates were on a ship that was sunk off Southwest
pasa and thank God they survived. Met them immediately
afterwards at the Seanger Theater. Yes! We did proceed
to have a few drinks to celebrate them still being among the
living.

(2) Familiar with the pros and cons on using locks to reach basins
vs open water berthing of vesasels.

(3) Familiar with the pros and éons on using the Mississippi River
va MR-GO. .

Rewiracrivty
I am not in support of the proposed IHNC Lock imprauement project.

Foremost reason being it would be a band aid remedy for a serious
problem. I belleve in organized port development and efficient marine
traftic management coupled with long range planning that would serve the
POrt of New Orleans needs [or the next 100 years.

I wish to quote a letter I wrote to the Times-Picayne dated Dec.
10th which was not printed and outlines my beliefs why an adequate lock
should be bullt at ansthar aite. Attached copy of this letter is being
made a part of these comments. One correction - A first class lock at
the Violet eite will probably cost more than at IHNC Lock site.

Comments noted.



Page - 2 - Commants regarding the IHNC Lock - 1/27/97

Additional technical issues regarding establishing a lock at
violet:

(1) Vessels using the Mississippi River and proceeding to the
Industrial Canal would involve approximately 115 Miles with
approximately 1 hour for locking time. This would include
a 5 mile connecting canal betwaen the river at Violet and MR-
GO.

Presently the MR-GO passaga is 75 Miles. This of course don't
include passaga time of vessels at sea being regquired on
frequent occasions (one ship master teld me "1/3 of the time")
of having to proceed to South rass Entrance to board a pilot or
to praoceed to South Pass to digsembark the pilot. This can be
due to advarse weather conditiona and other numerocus reasons.
Shipa coming from Gulfport or Pascagoula and then proceeding to
the east can involve a2 much as 80 miles additional distance '
when they are required to board and disembark a pilot at

South Pass.

{2) The river has a 45 feat depth channel vs MR-GO which his to be
continually dreadged to maintajin 36 feet depth and it is not
uncommon to have draft restrictions on MR-GO. This is a
serious problem for veassels who have loaded to say 35 fest and
then when arriving off MR. GO or South Pass finds the depth of
channel has been restricted to 33 feet,

{3) ‘A operator and mariners's dream would be to have a twin chamber
lock with each chamber being 150 feet width and approximately
12040 feet length and 50 feet depth.. Thism would allow larga
container ships and bulk carriers to use facilities in the
Industrial Canal Complex including Michoud Canal for possibly

the next hundred years. The proposed S$t. Bernard Canal, MR-GO
and the Intraccastal Waterway would have to be deepened with
the foremost problem being alongside the docks. You dredge to
50 feet alongside a dock that has been designed for 36 feet
depth you can be faced with an unstable footing underneath the
dogk aprons. This is an engineering problem and has been
golved in other ports throughout the world.

(4) To keep banks from caving in bulkheading the hanks of the
canal may be the angwer. 1 have been through the Cape Cod,
C & D and Kiel Canals. As I recall there was some bulkhaading
in each. The MR-GO and Intracoastal section of this waterway
should possibly be bulkheacded as well. The Panama Canal has
rock banks and with SPEED LIMITS enforced the banks remain
stable,
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(5) The big advantage of a twin chamber lock is one side at a
time can be overhauled which allows continued traffic flow
through the "wet" chamber., Presently when overhauling the
IHNC single Lock the tow traffic has to use the Baptiste
Collette Bayou entrance to the river at LMR Mile: 11,3 (Across
from Venice). If a vessel is proceeding from the ICWW East to
the ICWW West or vice-versa this can be costly and very time
consuming.

(6) Air draft problem for the larger ships passing underneath
the Paris Road Bridge? If the Port of New Orleans advertises
attractive rates for uaing the Industrial Canal Complex ships
will be built and existing vessels modified to transit safely
under this bridge. This can include fold down masts and
telescopic stacks. During the 1942-43 perjod Waterman
Steamship Corp built 36 ships desligned to pass under the
bridges on the Manchester Ship Channel in England. This
included provisions for removal of top masts and half the smoke
stack. The downside was moving the whistle to the lower half of
the stack. You only hoped then you didn't have to blow the
whistle since it made a very deafening sound in the wheelhouse.

(7) St. Bernard residents are the ones who will be adversely
affected with a lock at Vielet and a connecting canal betwean
the river and the MR-GCO. However compensation will be closure
of MR-GO. Hopefully the wet lands in the area will eventually
reatore itself.

(8} PBridges and approaches crossing the proposed St. Bernard Canal
should be built prior to digging the canal in area of bridges
so residents will have minimum inconvenience.

{9) St. Bernard should receive a tell for ships using the canal
in order to have funds to police the area by controlling speed
of veasels and insuring there is no overboard discharge of cil
and other wastes. A Harbor Master Office with harbor pelice is
the way to go. Coast Guard? Forget that route they don't have
the resources.

Comments on Proposed IENC Lock Replacement:

(1) Designing and building Locks? The Corps of Engineers are
past masters of this art. The Panama Canal Locks built in 1913
for its time are an engineering accomplichment without parallel.
This model 110 feet by 1000 feet was even used for the 26 locks on
the Upper Mississippi River between 5t. Louls and Minneapolis.

1 have been through every one of them on the DELTA QUEEN. 1 am
sure the proposed new lock for the Industrial Canal will be of the
same quality.

(2) Environmental issues associated with this proposed new
lock is not my expertise and I am sure the pros and cons will
be adequately addressed at this public hearing.
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{3) However from an overall navigation and environmental stand
point in my opinlon the proposed IHNC Lock Replacement site does not
answer the maritime industry and general public needs. An alternate
site should be addressed.

Thanks for allowing me to offer thesa comments. Please don't throw
rocks at Lucienne and I after we leave, We are lovers and not

fighters and only trylng to present what we think is in the best

interest of the Port of New Orleans and most of all the general
pnhlin who wa dsarly lave.

Respectfully submitted by:
(:;24—44/<21A¢/ﬂ\\‘
Dean Bruch

Phone (504) 737-44%9



December 10, 1996
The Times-Picayune
3800 Howard Avenue
New Orleans, La. 70140

ATTN: Letters to the Editor Sent Via FAX: (504) - 826-3369

I read with interest your excellent T-F article of Dec. Z8th
entitled “Industrial Upgrade.”

I am in accord with State Rep. Sherman Copelin. "Let them put in
A new lack somewhere else.” The most practical solution to this problem
is build a new lock as planned over 30 years ago at the Violet site.

A lock in the Violet area with a channel over to the Mississippi
River Gulf Outlet will allow the environmental disaster known as the
MR-GO to be closed below the intersection of the lock channel with the
outlet and stop the salt water intrusion into Lake Pontchartrain.
Additionally this will eliminate vessels wake from destroying the
remainder of the marsh land in lower St. Bernard Parish.

It is true there will be an cutcry from the maritime industry and
their allies, the Port of New Orleans, the Louisiana DOTD, the Corps of
Engineers, the Coast Guard and last but not least the St. Bernard
Council. Unfortunately this group has consistently through the years
refused to establish common sense speed limits in the MR-GO channel which
has greatly contributed to these eroding wetlands.

With a new lock/channel built and establishing SPEED LIMITS to
protect the banks In this lock channel it will add to the transit time of
vessels between sea and the Industrial canal complex but I see this as
a viable alternative to this bottleneck. The positive side for
constructing a lock at Violet is it can be completed in a shorter time
frame and create lese environmental impact for residente in the area than
in Orleans Parish.

Leaving the Industrial Canal lock in place and having a large
ship/barge lock with twin chambers at Violet will certainly enhance
navigation flow between the Mississippi River and the Intracoastal
Waterway as well as the Industrial Canal complex. However, I don't
believe the citizens of St. Bernard should allew the Violet Lock to be
constructed without closure of the MR-GO to protect the lock canal waters
from salt water intrusion and area flooding.

Dean Bruch
316 Southern Road
River Ridge, La. 70123-2069

Phone: (504) 737-~4499
12/11/96 Note to T-P staff-Attn: Joe.

This is my third and final recommended draft if you choose to print
this letter. It will make waves in St. Bernard Parish but this group
should share tha misery with the reat of us when it comes to accepting
needed waterway commerce development. Protecting the wetlands? Closure
of the MR-GO with protection levees is the answer. Capt. Dean
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PAGE 2

4. SPCA
A. Has the Society for the Prevention to the Cruelty to Animals at 1319
Japonica [in the shadow of the locks] bean notified of this proposed
project?
B. What effect will this project have on the SPCA?
5. Union Training facility
A.Has Mr. vy Gaudet, the head of the Carpenter’s Millwright and Piledrivars
Apprenticeship and Traiting Prograr at 1215 Japonica Street fin the
shadow of the locks] been notified of this project?
B. What impacts will this have on their operations?
6. USPS .
A, Has the Bywater station of the United States Postal Service [in the shadow of
the axisting St Claude Avenua bridge ramps] been notified?
B. What impact on their operations will this project bring 10 pass?
C. Will our mail service be adversaly affectad?
7. Municipal Assessor
A. Has Mr Errol Withams, the Assessor tor the 3rd Municipal Distriet, which
covers both sides of the Canal been notified of this project?
A, Has Mr. Williams, whose job It is to assess property valua for the purposes of
City and State ad valorem taxes been asked his professional opinion
about the effects of this project on area property values?
8. District C Representation
A. Why has the District C Councilman, which covers the west side of the
Ingustrial Canal in Bywater, historically been exciuded from the planning
process though it has inciuded other elected officials?
9. Natimprovemants
A. Page 25 of the Draft Evaluation Report Mitigation Plan states that “The New
Orlaans District doas not axpect net improvements to result” i this is so
why should we be partners for this project?
8. Why did the Project Enginear seemad surprised at this attribution whan it
was raised at the January 22 Naighborhood Working Group meeting?
C. The same point was raised on May 2, 1995 as documented in the minutes
page 4, last paragraph, referring to the April Draft of the mitigation plan.
Does the Corps just record minutes and then ignore questions or points
raised therein?
10. Mass Transit .
A. What good will rails be on the new 5t. Claude bridgé as proposed if there is
no system of Mass transit incorporated in the mitigation plan?
B. Does the Corps really think that i we build it, they will come?’
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Alsu, what happens to the land people own due to erosion?
Are there provisions to compensate the landowners for the
property destroyed or changed by ercsion due to the expansion of
the Industrial Canal Plan? Erosion of the Intercostal Canal is a
hig prohlem that is currently being ignored. Are these conserns
going to be ignored by the Corps of Engineers, also?

I do not endorse the expansion of the Industrial Canal.
This plan will destroy both my home and recreational environments
without any kind of considerations. Nothing in your plan has
addressed these important issues.

Eugene Cummings. Sr.
4902 Dauphine Street
New Orleans, La 70117
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2 the made by the Port and the USACE "it dossa’t metter what the Para. VITI - Comment is noted.
comumunjty wants, its in the national interest™ all are reminisoant of the wben rencwal

programs of the 40's and 30°s. The buresucratic amogance and contempt for cultures

other than its own betrayed during this process are undoing the goodwill generated

through years of working togetber with the neighborhood on this project. Pat Galwey,
RonBﬁns@n,JoeDichmy,Lqumekm:ﬂmHﬂﬂ:mndmpmdmd

even helped our community (Holy Cross). Yet all that is ebout to be destroysd by

megalomaniacal, insepsitive, grasping buresncracy.

{oTAL P95
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DEAR REPRESENTATIVE BILLY TAUZIN

1 AM A 35 YEAR OLD FATHER OF 3 SONS AND HUSBAND. BOTH MY SELF AND
MY WIFE WORK VERY HARD TO MAKE ENDS MEET. WE VOTE AT EVERY
ELECTION. IN REFERENCE TO THE ARMY CORP OF ENGINEER'S PROPOSED
PROJECT TO REPLACE THE TWOQ INDUSTRIAL CANAL BRIDGES AND
MODERNIZING THE CANAL AND LOCK SYSTEM.THE PROPOSED COST OF THIS
PROJECT IS $511 MILLION DOLLARS AND WILL PROBABLY DOUBLE OR TRIPLE BY
THE TIME IT IS COMPLETED.THE TAX PAYERS NEED A BREAK AND WE DESERVE
ONE. BOTH MY SELF AND MY WIFE ARE AGAINST THIS PROJECT. THE MONEY
COULD BE BETTER SPENT ON PORTS SOUTH OF NEW ORLEANS WHERE THERE
ARE NO LOCKS, THE RIVER IS DEEPER AND WIDER, ALSO CLOSER TO THE GULF.
LET S REMEMBER THE RECENT ACCIDENT THAT HAPPENED AT THE RIVER WALK
DUE TO RIVER TRAFFIC AT THE PORT OF NEW ORLEANS. ‘ )

ANOTHER MULTIBILLION DOLLAR PROJECT THAT COMES TO MIND IS THE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER GULF OUTLET. IT IS MY OPINION THAT THE TAX PAYERS
HAVE NT RECEIVED A GOOD RETURN ON THEIR INVESTMENT. TO PUT IT SIMPLY
JIT WAS A BAD BUY. IT HAS DESTROYED HABITATS, A COMMUNITY (OLD SHELL
BEACH) AND INCREASED THE AREA'S VULNERABILITY TQ HURRICANES. [T
SHOULD BE CLOSED. A FRESHWATER DIVERSION PROFECT AT BAYOU
BIENVENUE WOULD HELP TO RESTORE THIS AREA

ii% Q%W
cc:mcqm;(::v

SENATOR LYNN DEAN

PARISH PRESIDENT CHARLIE PONSTEIN
DISTRICT COUNCILMAN CLAY COSSE
COUNCILWOMAN NITA HUTTER

Comments noted.
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Albert Wanz,
S Royal St
Neworleaus £La. 7017

Jan. 20, 1997

. Dear Sir: .
Y m_?‘:ﬁuc.ry__-ﬁ_nhsi_ﬁimg_lé eard .
e dhe Mississipel _Kuer GulS Outled wias -9 Pimg

to be d rcdj:ﬁ#ﬂi_iul_sm_-;;e—l Hhad
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_ . this @mrca._

e We were dold by te Federal mothopidies
Moat Abe Msciss,pri fiver Lulf_Oodled sy as o
- . ,..ycrr.nouL‘nmd-J_&ojng__,&L_w.a_s_Js_uﬂm,niJn. Opery
NP hew Warf 2nd Bosiness Spaces 2in.g
this Ovtled  bot i He Spad o f 30 years, | _
—hardly. 2n y_a.:E_ﬂJ.SA—Juaé_Jmm_.AJ.ﬁeﬂJ-y._—
b has Cavsed tremeadows Erosivan_problems
-all E"IOug__-LJ‘r.__QuiLG-i_qgcnm_fJ@a_éul{', o the
Indracoastal -Jd/,a.fggwr-,uf‘zfcr:_uy_eg—f\'a, vp
Milos & Milos of avp Marsiland. —
. The Miss 85 ppi Briser Cuol§ Outlet has
. ,brou_‘]"n'f ‘a Jread o ea.!__a_{'_;‘f ez2r” Ju _fde minds
2nd hearts of . most. o ¥ _He rosidend of Hhe
bwer pinty, wanrd. Be.sv"..era...,p/g was
Horricanme BC—IISY A Svfce-mﬁer 2F 1768 The waie,
Came Straght vp fhe MRGEO 1nte the Tudestrat
Corval where we were  dold He Lemece brox e
he.a.r He Clalbon.e.._grf;'ge,_yc had 2bit
Il Feet of water 24 Florda Le Yo 2bdout | Foudt
tn Davphine St T+ cxdendes Fre,.; the Tndusira)
Conal well (nk & Bernard Parsi,.

Comments noted.
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1 hope that every effort will be made to eliminate any inconvenience to all residents of
the areas located east of the Industrial Canal before the inception of this project. Failure
to do so will have a devastating impact on property values as well as our presem
lifestyles.

Sincerely,

Zdom O Hoa
Edwin A. Heine
201 Genet Drive

Arabi LA 70032
(SU4) 506-3471

cc: Congressman Billy Tauzin
President Charles Ponstein



909 Poydras Street T/
Suite 2300 U £
New Orieans, Louislana 70112-1010 ’
$04-569-T240
February 15, 1997

Colonel William Conner

District Engineer

U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Colonel Conner:

Please accept this request for early approval of the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock
Replacement Project.

As an admiralty attomcy practicing in New Orleans, [ can attest to the importance of this
project to the hundreds of companies involved in the oil and gas industry in and around New
Orleans, in the inland water navigation industry and in those involved in ocean shipping, importing
and exporting through the Port of New Orleans.

It is of the utmost importance that this project, which has now been delayed for close to fifty
{50) years, be approved and implemented as soon as possible.

While there are relatively a small number of citizens living below the Industrial Canal in
Orleans Parish and in St. Bernard and Plaquemines Parishes who will be inconvenienced during the
course of this project, the overall good for the New Orleans area, the Port of New Orleans tn
Louisiana and to the citizens of United States must override the temporary objections of those
involved. In the long run, this project will make for better transportation to lower New Orleans,
St. Bernard and Plaquemines Parishes. The increased job oppertunities which will resuft will be a
great benefit to all.

I urge your early approval.
Yours very truly,
Neat I. Hobson

(WPELNDH 130661)

Comments noted.
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Pebruary 20, 1397

Col. William Conners
Corps of Engineers

P. r. Box 603267

New Orleans, La 70160-0267

RE: Replacement of the Industrial Canal Locks

Dear Col. Conners:

My family has already been victimized by the building of the
original Industrial Canal and now, you wish to continue this
tragedy for a second generation. My mother's life was changed
dramatically in 1913 when, her family was uprooted, their
property taken, and they had to move in with relatives while they
searched for a place to live so waterborpme commerce could be
improved. My entire life has been lived under the shadow of an
"expansion of the Industrial Canal" project and I a sick and
tired of this threat hanging over my neilghborhood. Liwving with
the feeling that one day I may be "displaced* like my Mother
has not been pleasant. It is an albatrose always circling,
creating insecurity, distrust and neglect in ocur area. Will you
efglain to my Mother IF she has to be uprooted again at 50 years
oldz

Your Mitigation Plan states that "the precise impacts of
combined project impacte upon real estate prices is difficult ot
asgertain, if not possible.” I maintain that you have not
address Lhe "property values” issue at all in your proposal.

From as far back as 1977, the Corps of Engineers has undsrtaken
planning studies. We have pictures of two replacement proposals:
dated 1977 and 1979 showing two different randitions, so do not
tell me there hasn’t been a nagative effect on our neighborhood
just by publishing these proposalas. Explain to me how you cannot
place a valye on our property now, when you have been studing and
reporting on "expanding the Canal® for over 20 years. Did you
check the property values over the last 20 years and investigate
them? - NOT ALL DETERIOTATION CAN BEX BPLAMED ON BURRICANE BETSY -
According to a UNO study, the Holy Croees neighborhood has
remained a viable community for the past 10 years and has not
seen as much a decline aa othar parts of New Orleana adter the
0il bust of the 1980’s. Have you undertaken such as study?

Your statement -"Tha area will probably continue in its
daclining trend without the project and without any miajor effort
by the City of New Orleans or the State of Louisiana" is not
supported in fact, Community plans and sconomic development are
being done at this tlme. Your project dexalls revitalizaticon
project in effect now. How can we tell pecple to invest time and
money in this area with the constant threat of decling property
values brought on by another Corps of Engineers proposal for the



